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Reply to Office Action of October 22, 2004 


REMARKS 


Favorable reconsideration of this application as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 23-29, 32-37, 39-44 and 47-64 are pending in the present appUcation. Claims 
45 and 46 are canceled by the present amendment. 

In the outstanding Office Action, Claim 45 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
anticipated by International Patent No. WO 97/43224 (herein " WO ^224 "): Claim 45 was 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over WO *224 : Claim 45 was rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,068,914 to Boire et al. (herein 
"Boire"); Claim 45 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as xmpatentable over Boire ; and 
Claims 23-29, 32-37, 39-44 and 47-64 were allowed. 

Claims 45 and 46 are canceled, thereby rendering moot the rejections of Claim 45 as 
anticipated by or as unpatentable over WO *224 or Boire . 

Consequently, in light of the above discussion and in view of the present amendment, 
the present application is believed to be in condition for allowance and an early and favorable 
action to that effect is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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